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Parasha Discussion

Bringing Holiness into Different Dimensions of Our Life
By: Rabbi Mordechai Gershon (Yeshivat Lev HaTorah, Ramat Beit Shemesh)

In the previous parashiyot of Terumah and Tetzaveh, Moshe was taught the details of constructing the Mishkan, but had
not yet been told by Hashem to command the people to put the plans into action. Our Parasha, Parashat Vayakhel, begins
with Moshe gathering the Jewish people together in order to instruct them about Shabbat and to give them the
commandment to construct the Mishkan. The two lines regarding Shabbat observance, which precede the instruction to
build the Mishkan, seem out of place. Why did Hashem include these two lines before beginning the primary theme of the
parasha, which is the actual building of the mishkan.

Using the four different methods of learning Torah known as Pardes - Peshat (basic interpretation), Remez (textual hints),
derash (metaphorical and symbolic meaning), and sod (mystical meaning), Rabbi Avraham Arieh Trugman offers the
following answers to our question. On a basic level, the Torah is telling us that, although building the mishkan was a
mission of tremendous significance, it was not to override the observance of Shabbat. This is the peshat, or basic
interpretation. Hinted to in the text (remez) is the fact that the specific activities which are prohibited on Shabbat are
derived from the very same actions needed to build the mishkan. This is alluded to in the fact that the Torah goes out of
its way to mention Shabbat before recording the instructions for the mishkan's construction.

Under the surface of these interpretations is the level of derash, which explains that these two concepts (Shabbat and the
mishkan) appear next to each other in the Torah due to a parallel that connects them. That parallel is kedusha (holiness).
The mishkan was the ultimate kedusha of space, while Shabbat is the ultimate expression of the holiness of time. While
Hashem in reality fills all space and transcends time, the establishment of the mishkan and the observance of Shabbat
enable us to also infuse space and time with holiness.

Regarding the sod (mystical interpretation) of the juxtaposition of Shabbat and the mishkan, Rabbi Trugman explains as
follows (paraphrased): The juxtaposition of the realms of holy time (Shabbat) and space (the Mishkan) reveal their
ultimate unity, as discovered on a scientific level only a hundred years ago by Albert Einstein. Until Einstein's discovery,
scientists assumed that time and space were unrelated. Science now understands that they are intrinsically interwoven.
The Sefer Yetzira (the Book of Formation) long ago recorded that all reality consists of space (referred to as "olam," or
world), time (referred to as "shana," or year), and consciousness (referred to as "nefesh," or soul). Einstein united the
dimensions of time and space, yet science is still only beginning to comprehend the impact of consciousness on reality.
The key to sanctifying both time and space is choice. To observe Shabbat or construct the Mishkan, the Jewish people in
the desert had to make a conscious choice. The choice itself endowed them with the ability to transform the "ordinary"
space and time into something holy. Following their example, we actually combine all three elements of reality (space,
time, and soul) when observing the Shabbat and investing our families, homes, shuls, and places of study with holiness,
thereby revealing the Divine aspects present in each of these dimensions.




Do Not Count Your Blessings
Based on a shiur by Rabbi Yochana Zweig, Rosh Yeshiva, Talmudic University of Florida

(N9:nY) .../ nun ’a by 4po 4UN” “... which were counted at the word of Moshe...” (38:21)

The Midrash quotes a verse from Mishlei: “n1>71 27 NN ¥R - “ish emunos verav berachos”. This means, “Due to
the trustworthy man, comes an abundance of blessing.” ! The Midrash interprets this verse as a reference to Moshe who,
because of his unequaled integrity, was appointed as the treasurer responsible for the accounting of funds collected to
build the Mishkan®. The Midrash cites the verse, “Nn VN Y2 992”, “bechol baisi ne’emon hu”, which means, “In My
entire house is he trustworthy”? as a support.

Why does trustworthiness result in an abundance of blessing? Furthermore, how can the verse “bechol baisi ne’emon” be
cited to ascertain Moshe’s financial integrity, when this verse is referring to the uniqueness of Moshe’s prophecy, and not
his financial trustworthiness? Finally, why is Moshe the one who is trustworthy for this position?

The Talmud states that blessing only rests on that which is hidden from the eye. Once something has been counted, its
potential for blessing is lost.* The Zohar questions why the accounting of funds does not violate this Talmudic dictum. The
Zohar answers that since it is for a holy purpose, counting is permitted, as we see in the case of the tithing of animals.
Why does something have to remain hidden to receive blessing, and why does this not apply if the counting is for a holy
purpose?

The Talmud teaches that if a person finds an object without identifying markings, he is not permitted to keep it, unless he
knows that enough time has elapsed for the person who lost the object to realize that it is missing. If, however, a person
finds money, he is permitted to keep it, for he can be certain that the owner realizes that it is missing, “since a person
consistently checks his pockets to see that his money is still there”.® What is the psychological insight that the Talmud is

teaching us regarding the nature of a person?

Inherent in a man’s nature is an insecurity regarding his possessions, which manifests itself in the need to feel ownership
over all his possessions whenever possible. Constantly touching his wallet is an example of a man’s need to feel
connected to his possessions. In order to cater to this need with things he cannot constantly touch, man will view them
whenever possible. For those assets which are intangible, such as stocks or bonds, man continuously counts them.
Counting gives a person a strong sense of ownership.

The word “beracha” is derived from the word “beraicha” — a reservoir or source, for blessing means a connection to the
course of existence, i.e. Hashem. If something is connected to its source, it flourishes and grows abundantly. When man
assets his dominance over an item, he separates it from its source, and the beracha is lost. Therefore, blessing can only
rest on that which is hidden, that which man has not counted. When counting for Hashem’s sake, the opposite is true; the
very act of counting connects the item back to Hashem. A problem arises when a man collects or counts funds, even if it
be for Hashem, and he begins to feel a sense of ownership or connection to those funds. Moshe was so closely connected
to Hashem, that Hashem Himself attests to his unique level of prophecy as if Moshe is in Hashem’s house. Therefore,
Moshe was best suited to be the treasurer responsible for collecting and counting Bnei Yisroel’s donations to the Mishkan,
for his actions directly connected back to Hashem. This is the explanation of the verse, “Due to the trustworthy man,
comes and abundance of blessing.”
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